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O OME of my Friends (for Friends I muſt ſuppoſe 
All, who, not daring to appear my foes, "Or 5 
Feign great good will, and, not more full of ſpite 
Than full of craft, under falſe colours fight 7777 
Some of my Friends (ſo laviſhly I print) ES, 


As more in ſorrow than in anger, hint 


we 


(Tho' that indeed will ſcarce admit a doubꝰ/· 
That I ſhall run my ſtock of Genius out. 


My no great ſtock, and, publiſhing ſo faſt, 
Muſt needs become a Bankrupt at the laſt, 


B 1 


„ The Huſbandman, ts ſpare e thankful fit 

3 « Which, rich in diſpoſition, pays his toi! 

«© More than a hundred fold, which ſwells his tore 
« F'en to his wiſh, and makes his barns run o er, 
« By long Experience taught, who teaches beſt, 


“% Foregoes his hopes awhile, and gives it reſt. 
«© The Land, allow'd its loſſes to repair, 


« Refreſh'd, and full in ſtrength, delights to wear 
« A ſecond Youth, and to the Farmer's eyes 
ce © Bids richer crops, and double harveſts riſe. 


ff 


« Nor think this practice to the earth confin'd, 
&« Tt reaches to the culture of the Mind. 
te The Mind of Man craves reſt, and cannot ban | 
« 'Tho' next in power to Gods, continual care. 
« Genius himſelf (nor here let Genius frown) 
« Muſt, to.enſure his vigour, be laid down, 
« And fallow'd well; had CHURchLL known but this, 
e Which the moſt {light obſerver ſcarce could miſs, 
« He might have flouriſh'd twenty years, or more, 
« 'Tho' now alas / poor Man! worn out in four. 


Recover d from the vanity of youth, 
I feel, alas / this melancholly truth, 


Thanks 
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Thanks to each cordial, each adviſing Friend, 
And am, if not too late, reſolv'd to mend, 4 5 
Reſolv d to give ſome reſpite to my pen, 

Apply myſelf once more to Books, and Men, 

View what is preſent, what is paſt e. 18 

And my old ſtock exhauſted lay in new. . 

For twice fix moons (let winds, turn'd DMT 4 
This oath to Heav'n) for twice fix moons I ſWear, 

No Muſe ſhall tempt me with her giren lay, 
Nor draw me from improvement's thorny way. 3 
Verſe J abjure, nor will forgive that Friend, e nah | 
Who in has mig ball a Rüme n ee 
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It cannot be— Whether I will, or . . 5 3 
Such as they are, my thoughts in meafure fr. 
Convinc'd, determin'd, I in proſe begin, 5» 
But e're I write one ſentence, Verſe creeps in; 
And taints me thro' and thro? 3. by this good light 
In Verſe I talk by day, I dream by night; 
If now and then I eurſe, my curſes. e 
Nor can I pray, unleſs I pray in rime. 

Een now I err, in ſpite of Common Senſe, © 
And my Confeſſion doubles my' offence, 
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Reſt then my Friends—ſpare; | bv your precious breath, 


And be your ſlumbers not leſs ſound oe death; 
Perturbed Spirits reſt, nor thus appear 
To waſte your counſels in a ſpendhrſe's car, 
On your grave leſſons I cannot ſubſiſt, 

Nor e'en in verſe become O Economiſt; 


Reſt then my Friends, nor, hateful to " ba | 


Let Envy, in the ſhape of Pity, riſe 
To blaſt me e er my time; with Parte ite 
('Tis no long interval) propitious Fate 


Shall glut your pride, and ev'ry Son of phlegm 


Find ample room to cenſure and condemn. | 
Read ſome three hundred lines, (no __ call ; 
But probably the laſt that I ſhall afk) 

And give me up for ever; wait one hour, 


Nay not ſo much, Revenge is in your po-wr, 


And Ye may cry, cer Time hath turn 'd his glaſs, - 


Lo! what Ne , HARING is come to een 


! 


Let Thoſe, who "inn m Wente claim, 
Or not read this, or only read to blame; 


Let Thoſe, who are by fiction's charms, enſlav d, 


Return me thanks for half a crown well- ſav d; 


Let 
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Far bod nee Mad, 3 9118 
I neither aſk, nor can receive their aid. 
Pegaſus turn d into a common hack 
Alone I jog, and keep the beaten trackͤc, » 
Nor would I have the Siſters of the hill! 
Behold their Bard in ſuch a ehe | | 

Abſent, but only abſent ſor a time 5 
Let Them careſs ſome dearer ſon of Ris, 9 
Let Them, as far as Decency permits, 1963 igt 0. 
Without ſuſpicion, play the fool with Wits, 
Gainſt Fools be guarded; tis a certain ws. 
Wits are ſafe things, [there's danger in a Fool. 1 


* * * 
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Let Thoſe, who love a little dell in diner, 1-945; 
Poſtpone their purchaſe now, and call next time; 
Let Thoſe, who; void of Nature, lock . 4 
Take up their money, and in peace depart; 
Let Thoſe, whocenergy.of diction prize, 
For eee eee | 
Here is no lie, no gall,” no art, no force, d 
Mean are the words, und ſuch as come of courts 21 500 
The Subject vor def, imple thai thediy 7 11. 
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Let Them, tho Malleſt, Gray nn wooe 30 


Let Them with Mason bleat, and bray, and cone; 7 


Let Them with Fakxx1an, - proud of ſome ſmall Greek, 
Make Sophocles, diſguis d, in Engliſh peak; l 
Let Them with Grovxx oer Medea dozeae ; 
Let Them with Dops xxx wail Cleone's woes, | 
Whilſt He, fine feeling creature, all in beats, 


Melts as they melt, and weeps with weeping Peers; 
Let Them with ſimple WI TEHZA D, W creep | 


5 


Silent and ſoſt, lay Fox TANRITIE aſleep; Fon 
Let Them with Bzownz contrive, no ant wick, 


To cure the dead, and make the living ſick; 


Let Them in Charity to Muneny ge 


Some old French piece, that he may ſteal and live; $1:% 


Let Them with antick FoorR 1 . 
And advertiſe a gummerehouſe of Wit. 


115 


Thus, or in any e ma ee 400 
With theſe great Men, or with 18 theſe, 
Let Them their appetite: gies ns. F 


ns Jenner edn gt. ft 1 


If faſhionable grown, FF IT of, pW v0 + 


With um rou Scots let Them diſport their hour; 


. 2 Let 


** 1% <P" 


Let Them dance, fairy like, n Ous IAN'S 1 


Let Them forge lier, and 4;fories for Huf; 5 35 f 
Let Them with Hows, the very Prince of Fan 4.76 F 
Make ſomething like a Tragedy in Eg; „ 20 ROSE 
Under dark Allegory's flimſy veil '- + . 44: L200 HOWS 

Let Them with OrLy1s ſpin out a tale 


Of rueful length; Let Them plain Ke oboe, 
Debaſe what's truly rich, and what is poor 15 17 
Make poorer ſtill by jargon moſt unooutnjn 
With ev'ry pert, prim Prettineſs of Youth © | 
Born of falſe Taſte, with Fancy (like a Child 
Not knowing what It cries for) running + 
With bloated Stile, by Affectation taught, | 
With much falſe Colouring, and little Daene, 
With Phraſes ſtrange, and Dialect decreed © | 
By Reaſon never to have paſs'd the Tweed, ' 
With Words, which Nature meant each other's foes. 
Forc'd to compound whether they will or no, 
With ſuch materials, Let Them, if They will, 
To prove at-once their pleaſantry and ſkill, 
Build up a Bard to war gainſt Common Senſe, 
By way of Compliment to Providence ; 


Let Them with AxwisTRONG, taking leave of Senſe, dt, 
Read muſty lectures on Benevolence, 


—— 
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Or ant1therpages of his gaping Day, art, frag T a 
Where all his former Fame was n FE 2,1 
Where all, but barren labour, was forgot, 

JJ 


' 3 N o 

Sb. 

9 
* 


And the vain ſtiffneſs of a Letter d Sor; 
Let Them with Anus TRONG paſs the term of light, 
But not one hour of darkneſs; when the Night pou 


* * * * 


Suſpends this mortal coil, when Mem ry wakes, 


— 


When for our paſt: miſdoings Conſeience vn; a 

A deep revenge, when, by Reflexion led _ 
She draws his curtains, and looks comfort PR N 
Let ev ry Muſe be gone; in vain He turns 
And tries to pray for Geeps an Ætna burns, on 3071 


98 


| Etna 1 is CO. ard breaſty: / boYz61id-031\..- * 
And Guilt, with. vengeance arm' d, forbids kim oY 1 a 
'Tho' ſoft as Plumage from young Zephyr's Wing, :!. 

His couch ſeems hard, and no relief can. en oF 4 
INGRATITUDE hath planted daggers there, | [off * | * 
No n Man can nen no brave Man bear, 0 
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With theſe great Men, or with great Men like IG 

Let Them their appetite for ie ol 10 worn 
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